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Assessment Center screened 1,214 youth in 2018. Prior to
October 1, 2014, these youth would have been booked into
secure detention.
The Lucas County Juvenile Detention Center also strives
to meet the highest quality conditions of confinement. In
2018, JDC took on the task of conducting its second self-assessed, conditions of confinement evaluation. This assessment included team members from the community and other agencies who dedicated time in detention and assessed
all things from policies to practices. Some of the subjects
evaluated were: classification; health and mental health; access; programming; environment; restraints; and safety. A
work plan and timeline was developed from the findings, and
JDC will continue to prioritize and refine confinement conditions. During 2018, ensuring that youth’s educational needs
were being met continued to be a priority as well. Toledo
Public Schools provide educational services in JDC. Over
six hours of education are currently offered every weekday,
year-round, for every youth in JDC. JDC offers a mix of online
educational material to be completed at one’s own pace as
well as traditional learning classes. Youth also participate in
summer school for 8 weeks. In addition, all residents get to
take part in an Art Integrated Math (A.I.M.) program five days
a week, year round. All of the art projects encompass math
and are facilitated by a certified art teacher with degrees in
education and art therapy. Several of these art pieces can
be found proudly displayed throughout The Lucas County Juvenile Court today. Individual G.E.D and O.G.T preparation
are also provided for youth through tutoring. An educational
specialist helps youth transition out of detention back into
their home school environment, assisting with any needs
throughout the process. With the assistance from our lead
teacher, out of district youth can stay on task with their
course work by their educational materials being delivered
to them to complete in detention. In 2018, JDC had 3 youth
earn their final credits in detention, successfully graduating
from Toledo Public Schools.
After school hours, youth participate in psycho-educational groups conducted by the Juvenile Detention Officers that
use Rational Behavioral Training pro-social skills, effectively
learning how to make healthy and safe decisions. RBT also
provides the fundamental basis for the cognitive-based behavior management system utilized in JDC. This approach,
which incorporates praise, logical consequences, and dis-involvement, greatly reduces the need for seclusion. In 2018,
JDC continued to revise the behavioral management system
to include less restrictive consequences for identified behaviors. Every youth admitted into JDC receives a pamphlet
on behavioral expectations, their rights, and what they can
expect from staff. Moreover, the pamphlet clarifies what
appropriate behavior is expected from each youth to earn
positive incentives and what consequences are earned if inappropriate behavior is displayed. The youth in JDC spend
their days learning in school or engaged in the common
areas in the units. In 2018, JDC made preparations and
measures to move forward with Boy’s Council, circle groups
for some residents. These groups consist of 6-8 residents
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and a certified facilitator. The groups are designed to create
a safe atmosphere where residents share an assortment of
individual experiences and situations. Through trust, activities, and reflection, the youth converse on how they relate
to personal challenges and goals. To reinforce self-respect
and positive incentives, youth who reach level 3 in the RBT
program can earn a haircut by a certified barber at no cost
to the youth. Here at JDC, youth are only confined to their
rooms during sleeping hours or earned consequences, consistent with the program.
JDC staff continued to work diligently in 2018 to comply with
the federal Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA). Safety for
both staff and youth in the facility is of the utmost importance. The Lucas Juvenile Court recognizes how imperative
safety is by prioritizing equipment purchases and policy reviews, resulting in a safer, cleaner environment. JDC implemented a new systematic sign-in/out procedure for all
assigned keys, court employees, and visitors entering detention. This helps to ensure the residents are safe as well
as accounting for the service providers visiting our youth.
JDC continues to update the new digital camera system.
Coupled with additional mirrors throughout JDC to enhance
eyes-on-supervision, the new system offers a safer setting
for all. With safety remaining priority, youth are taught multiple ways that they can report sexual abuse in the facility.
Each youth entering the facility signs for and receives a PREA
informational pamphlet with all pertinent material printed
on it for their reading. The Juvenile Court website was also
updated, per policy, for any interested party to file a concern about sexual abuse in a Lucas County Juvenile Court
Facility: https://www.co.lucas.oh.us/FormCenter/PREA-8/
PREA-Sexual-Misconduct-Reporting-Form-43. With resident
safety being one of our utmost responsibilities and objectives, Rescue Mental Health staff are on site to work with
youth on a daily basis, referred by staff or a youth request.
Our current assigned rescue licensed independent social
worker is trauma trained and Eye Movement Desensitization
and Reprocessing Therapy (EMDR) trained. Although crisis
intervention is a significant portion of her responsibility, she
has accomplished a total of 2,157 counseling sessions with
JDC residents in 2018. JDC residents also have access to
medical care with nurses available seven days a week and
weekly physician visits. In 2018, our physician completed
approximately 210 full health physicals for our residents.
JDC youth and staff significantly benefited from a large renovation project replacing and adding digital cameras for safety. Moreover, in 2018 JDC continued to refine the access
system, making JDC and the court more stable and secure
for all. The Lucas County Juvenile Detention Center and the
court look forward to building upon the successes of 2018
in 2019. JDC is committed to continuous quality improvement in its operations. JDC staff accept the great responsibility of caring for and respecting residents while teaching
those fundamentals that will give residents the tools they
need to make healthier, more responsible decisions once
transitioned back into the community.
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