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To The Honorable Reuben Hilty 
Louis H. Sanzenbacher 
Franklin W. Moon 

Carmissioners of Lucas UJllllty 

And to the Honorable John H. I..airneck 
Director of Lepartment of Puclic Welfare of the State of Cliio 

Dear Sirs: 

In compliance with Section 16.39-13 General Code, as amend­
ed June 28, 194.5, I sul::mit herewith the Annual Report of the C.OOrt 
of Camon Pleas of Lucas Cmmty, Chio, Division of Darestic &la­
tions, which includes the Juvenile Court, covering the calendar 
year 1950, showing the nunber and kinds of cases that have cane be­
fore it, and other data pertaining to the work of the Court of in­
terest to you and the general public. 

Respectfully suhnitted, 

C7�� 
J u d ge ( 

May 1, 1951 



SIGNS OF OUR TIMES IN LUCAS COUNTY 
(Notes from the Director's Notebook) 

Experiences of other cities with juvenile drug addicts brought about 
a serious inquiry into the si tuatioo in and around Toledo. With sorre of our 
rmjor cities shewing an appreciable use of drugs by children, the questioo 
was asked - "\\hat a.oout Toledo? " A check with all law enforcing agencies 
showed no children involved up to the end of 1950. Olr last case of narcot­
ic violatioo involving a juvenile was seven years ago. We are grateful that 
this practice has not crept into the local picture. 

We still worry about sane of the unrret needs of children in Lucas 
County. The perennial question of what to do with the defective delinquent 
still plagues us. Few people in the ccmntm.i ty realize that state law ex­
cludes defectives fran carrnitment to the Boys' Industrial School or the 
Girls' Industrial School. The Court, with its hands thus tied, has no al­
ternative but to return the defective child to the coomunity pending his ac­
ceptance at the State School for the Feebleminded. With a Jew quota assign­
ed to Lucas County, it is difficult to secure a placement for all the chil­
dren who need it. Sane of our roost serious repeaters are children who fall 
in this category. It is not a case of not knowing what to do with them, but 
rather, not being able to do the thing that is needed. What Chio needs is 
an institution for the treat:nent and training of defective delinquents. 

Cne of the real satisfactions we derive from our work with these 
young people is the frequent social calls paid probation counselors by for­
mer probationers. Pecently, one of our girl probationers brought her boy 
friend in to get the approval of her former probation counselor - the wed­
ding bells will soon ring out. Letters fran G. I. s ( former probationers) 
bring us greetings £ran Korea and Japan. Cne in particular expressed thanks 
for a training period the Court provided for him at fuys' Republic. We have 
used fuys' Pepublic for fourteen years, and this year there were ten boys 
there. 

There is a real need for a boys' training school in Lucas County. Cne 
like Luella Cunnings Hane ( for girls) would be just the thing. While we do 
use various schools in nearby states, we have nothing locally. Frequently, 
it is undesirable to send a boy a long distance away from hane. Then too, we 
always have to wait our turn. All available schools give first ccnsidera­
ticn to their local courts. We have to fit in'when there is a vacancy. Fre­
quently, boys have to wait at C.S.I. for several weeks pending an opening at 
the school selected. Perhaps one of these days a public spirited citizen 
(-:>r group) will follow the lead of Luella Gmmings and Lucas County will 
have its CMTI facility for boys. 

Gmgs are still an oddity in Lucas County. Pranpt and effective po­
lice action by the Cri.rre Prevention Bureau and a court policy that quickly 
breaks up incipient gangs, and scatters the leaders, has been a practice for 
fourteen years. It co.5ts a little rroney, but it has saved the ccmrunity from 
the depredations of wel ]-organized juvenile gangs for a decade. 



This year the c0urt rooved into expanded quarters. It has been a wel­
cane relief from the former crowding. With additional private offices avail­
able to probatioo counselors, it is obvious that a better counseling rela­
tionship could be established with the children. 1he better physical quar­
ters have been reflected in the improved working of staff rrembers and can be 
credited with aiding in the reduction of repeaters fran 24.6 percent in 1949 
to 20.0 percent in 1950. 

Probation counselors, �ferees, and psychologists are taking an active 
part in various civic activities. The following are sare of the "extra cur­
ricular" activities of staff rrembers during the year: Co-chairman of Coonty 
Cancer Drive, Di.airman of Y.M.C.A. Membership Carq:iaign, President of P.T.A., 
Team Captain of Cancer, Polio, Red Cross and Camunity Giest drives; Boy 
.SCout Cmm:i.tteeman (2); team member of TB Fund drive; Big Brother Associa­
tion (3); Omrch League basketball official (2); Ccmnander, Arrerican Legion 
Post; President, Frederick I:buglass Conmmity Association; Trustee, Toledo 
Colored Working Girls Hare; Council of Oiurches (3); Mid-Century White House 
Cmmittee on Health and Welfare (2); Director, Toledo Day Nursery; Y.M.C.A. 
fuilding Carrpaign (3). Recognition of staff =nbers has been recorded in the 
Jollowing publications of natirnal circulation: \\ho's Who (1); Who's Who in 
Colored t\rrerica ( 1); Who Knows and What (1). One of the Referees of the 
Court was selected during 1950 as the "Cutstanding YOU11g Man of the Year" by 
the Toledo Junior Di.amber of Carmerce. 

(}.;er one hundred talks were given by staff rrembers to various clubs 
and organizations describing the problem of delinquency and rrethcxis of hand­
ling it in wcas County. 

During the past year, there have been several instances where we have 
been able to place the facilities of the Child Study Institute at the dispo­
sal of doctors and psychiatrists who were treating problem children, rut 
needed the be..nefit of a period of observation such as the Oiild Study Insti­
tute could give. A little prevention work at this stage of the problem has 
undoubtedly saved the Court and the County tirre and rrx:ney. 



SINGLE-SENTENCE SUMMARIES 

1. There was a substantial decrease in the nunber of major cases, fran 786
in 1949 to 677 during 1950. Minor cases increased fran 1141 to 1153 dur­
ing the same period.

2. Sex offenses increased fran 36 to 69 in 1950.

3. Traffic offenses showed slight change - 344 m 1949, 352 in 1950.

4. The ratio of boys and girls has returned to the approximate ratio which
was ooserved for many years - three boys to one girl in major cases;
seven boys to one girl in minor cases.

5. A predicticn rmde several years ago is being sustained again this year.
Total number of cases before the court has shON11 an increase. 1be in­
crease is noted in the minor cases which v.ent fran 1141 in 1949 to 1153.
lhless sane unusual social conditioo develops during the caning year, it
may be expected that canplaints will level off at about the SmE figure 

noted for 1950.

6. The rrFdian age for boys passing through the court in 1950 was 15 years,
6½ months; the rredian age for girls was 15 years, 5 ironths.

7. Collections for the support of minor children reached an all-time high
during this year. A wtal of $1,207,113.43 was collected. This is an
i.,crease of $85,427.02 over the previous high in 1949.

8. DJring the year, $5,913.87 was collected as restitution for d1i!ll8.ges
camritted.

9. flepeaters sha.ved a decrease £ran last year - 20.0¼ of the total nll!lber
of cases passing through the court as against 24.3% in 1949.

10. 1712 different children were handled by the court en delinquency can­
plaints. Tros is the largest nunber in any single year in the history
of the court.

11. Auto thefts sl-x:r,,,ed a large increase - 76 as canpared with 25 in 1949;
burglary 'M:!Ilt fran 139 in 1949 to 145 in 1950.
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HOT RODS - HOT HEADS 

To coovince teen-agers that autorobile,,s are no� toys and that the 
city streets are not the place to operate a proving ground for hot rods, is 
not always easy. 

Recent years have seen a trerrendous increase in the number of juve­
niles cited to court for violaticn of traffic rules a.,d city ordinances 
cmtrolling traffic. The thing that has been a constant source of amaze­
ment to the court is the frequency with which parents provide autos for 
their children. Many of these cars are broken down wrecks fran the lxine­
yard. Sane are respectable cars of recent vintage. Cccasionally, there is 
a flashy model of the latest type. A considerable nunber of them carry no 
insurance as their drivers ride blithely through life and the city streets, 
leaving a trail of blue smoke and dented fenders behind them. 

The fact remains that 327 children between the ages of 16 and 18

cited to court in one year for violation of traffic ordinances represents 
an unusually high percent of the children of that age range who live in the 
coomunity. Drastic steps to provide better control of driving is irdicated. 
The court cannot be expected to do it al 1. Parents themselves rrust accept 
the responsibility for the driving habits of their children cmd 11,herever 
there is indication that such children are not exercising proper judgment 
in their driving, restrictive measures should be imposed at hare. Cert&i;i 
it is that young people should be taught £rem the outset that a car is not 
a toy - that it can be a lethal weapon �+ien improperly used, 

In the handling of traffic violaticns, the court has tried to exert 
controls that would be effective i.., irrq:iressing these young people with the 
responsibility which they rrust assure iTJ. driving. Full insurance cover­
age - personal injury and property damage has teen required. Where such 
insurance is not already in force, it has been the pclicy to suspend dri­
vers' licenses until proof of insurance is fornished, In some instances, 
the age of the cars made it impossible to secure insurance and they were 
disposed of by parents. Other penaities invoked included suspen.sim of li­
cense for periods ranging fran two weeks for minor ca5es to a year for more 
serious violations. Fines have also been assessed, chiefly in those casp_s 
where no suspension of license was involved. 

Traffic cases in court 1950:

Boys - 345 Girls - 7 
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HEARINGS BY REFEREES 

Three referees maintain a daily scheclu..ie for the hear.iJ1g of delin­
quency, dependency, and neglet:tc--d child cas;es. Miscellaneous nntters :invol­
v:ing custody, visitation and CCU4)ar..icnship are also delega�tl to these ref­
erees. Cne wanan is assigned to gir.ls' cazes and two roen assigned to boys' 
cases. 

It is the policy of the court to cor:.duct preli.rrci.nary hearings oo all 
delinquency cases. These hearings are scheduled by i.nvestigating police of­
ficers and usually set for the day foll�wiDg apprehension, 

The purpose of the preliw,ary he,;_;r:i.ng is three-fold: 

1. To detenn:ine the facts. lI=ally this car: he done withcut
difficulty. As a :natter cf fact, :;}ns P,i,S usually�
done during the course of the investigat;�on. _(t 1.s rare
that the child dP,I\ies the facts on appearar.ce L"- coi.u:-t.
Frequently, however, it is the first time that the parents
have heard the admission of the facts,

2. The second £unction of the prelim:i11a,:-y hearing is to ex­
plain to the child and the parent the methoc of court pro­
cedure aud the intent of court handli.-ig as c>. treatJ:rent
process rather than as a punishnent process. With this
W1derstanding clarified, it r,as been our experience that
both child and parent offer fu.ller cwperatioo in 'IK.)rking
out a solution to the problem and ;nethod of treating the
individual drild.

3. The third objective of the prel::.rrrrnary ne2riog �-s to malre
a te.TJ.tative evaluation of th.-= C"!Se. Since referees are
always persons of special training a,,d long ex;:;erience in
the handling of problen children, they ar,c L'1 a position
to make perti.n.ent observatior,_s dw·ir,g the p:relL'JU.nary
hearing, and give direction to the CO'Jil�.l.or who will un­
dertake the imestigation arrd stndy to .be pr:'c!Jared for the
final hearing.

It has i::.een fmmd that the preliminary hearing serves as a sifting 
process and will Select those cases 1,vhich are rninor �'1d those which need to 
bP investigated in more detail and given specialized care or supervision 
over a period of tiire. 

Cases heard l:y referees: 

Delinquency - Preliminary 
Final 

Probation Violatioo 
Dependency 
unsent to Marry 

Hearings - Total 
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Boys 

H8S 

21:2 
3 

311 

2011 

Girls 

346 
118 

2 
190 

18 

674 

- 
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FOSTER HOME SERVICE 

1 9 5 0 

INVESTIGATION 

Applicatic:ns for hoarding hare license pending 
as of January 1951 

Total nmiber applications received 
Total nwiber applicatioos re-opened 

SUPERVISION 

Disposition of applications: 

Withheld 
Approved 
Withdrawn 
Approved - Adoptive 
Referral to other agency 
Re-opened 
Pending 

Total 

Placements made

Removals* 

Boys 

4.3 
32 

Total 

Ouldren in hares 
( as of DecadJer 1950) 

Boarding 
Wage 
Free 

Total 

75 

17 

1 

1 

19 

10 

18 

2 
1 

1 

2 
3 

37 

Girls 

15 

21 

36 

2 
2 
0 

4 

Total number hanes withdrawn 12 
Total nutlier hares re-certified 17 

Total number hares licensed 10 

3 

35 
2 

Total 

58 
53 

111 

19 

3 

1 

23 

• Sare of these children were placed in hanes prior to 1950 and removed
during the year 1950.
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CASE WORK SERVICES 

1 9 5 0 

Canplete social studies made 

Total cases supervised 

Average daily case load per counselor 

Average length of detentim of children 
under investigaticn and study 
(In days) 

Coo.tacts during year: 

Hare Visits 
Investigatim 1178 
Supervisicn 2347 

UIJJlllD.ity Visits 
Investigatim 498 

Supervisim 512 

Office Visits 
Investigatim 3302 
Supervisim 4972 

Agency Cmtacts 
Investigatim 441 
Supervision 431 

School Ccotacts 
Investigatim 393 
Supervisim 635 

Total miles traveled 
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722 

1,090 

68 

24.5 

14,709 

3,525 

1,010 

8,274 

872 

1,028 

40,826 



CHILD SUPPORT DEPARTMENT 

Motions to Mxiify Support 
Moticns to ShCN1 Cause 
Moticns for UlJlll &mi Judgnent 
Motions for Custody 
Bas tardy Hearings 

State Aid 
Hearings on Non -Support Affidavits 
Hearings on C'.mtrihiting 
Hearings en Stay of Execution 

1950 

Hearings on Proceedings in Aid of Executicn 
lhofficial Hearings involving Support 
Qrildren involved in hearings 
Nm-Support Affidavits filed 

(114 Male - 1 Female) 
State Aid Cases filed 
Bastardy Affidavits filed 

M:mies paid through Toledo linnane Society on 
Ould Support Cases 

Monies paid through Juvenile Court: 

Restitution 
Boarding Hares 
State Aid 
Support 

Total �bnies Collected 

$5,013.87 
21,474.00 
1,756.55 
2,868.56 
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239 
244 
86 
14 

110 
32 

176 
2 
4 
4 

57 
1166 
115 

32 
96 

Sl,181,014.32 

31,112.98 

Sl,212,127.30 



Table No. 1 

TRENDS FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS 

1945 1946 1947 1948 

Comniorents to Industrial 
Schools 79 48 53 46 

Cc.mnitments to Private 
Correctiooal Schools 72 77 26 64 

Ccmnitments to Other 
Institutioos 23 41 29 17 

Delinquents placed in 
Fost.er Hanes 32 41 25 60 

Total children removed 206 207 133 187 
fmn Camrunity 

Number placed on probatioo 750 560 348 347 

MAJOR CASES ONLY IN 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950 

Sex offense 82 75 100 74 
Robbery 22 21 6 6 
Burglary 168 181 107 142 
Auto theft 133 112 43 33 
Larceny 256 218 171 146 
�licious mischief 77 50 19 40 

Truancy 70 49 49 49 

Runaway 104 85 73 90 

Traffic 31 16 10 15 
All other offenses 230 165 137 191 

1173 972 715 786 
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�949 

35 

64 

10 

43 

152 

303 

36 

6 
94 

20 

205 
19 
44 

73 
11 

159 

667 

1950 

39 

86 

1 

,..Q 
:-)<_; 

184 

466 

51 
11 

105 
59 

131 
18 
3'.2 

65 
15 

190 

677 



Table No. 2 

DELINQUENCIES BY THE MOOTH

(All cases) 

Boys Girls Total 

January 92 42 134 

February 78 19 97 

March 91 24 115 
April 105 21 126 
May 148 28 176 
June 148 27 175 
July 158 37 195 
August 153 35 188 
September 131 29 160 
O::tober 179 30 209 
November 138 39 177 
�ember ___M_ .B -12 

1485 346 1831 

Table No. 3 

OFFENSES FOR WHICH BROUGHT INTO COURT 

Major Minor 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Robbery - Hold-up 11 1 12 
furglary 105 40 145 
Sex 29 22 16 2 69 
Auto theft 59 17 76 
Other stealing 105 26 137 46 314 
Malicirus mischief 15 3 127 8 153 
l.hgovernable 36 56 4 7 103 
Truancy 22 10 32 10 74 
Runaway 28 37 62 54 181 
Traffic 15 330 7 352 
Injury to person 9 1 15 1 26 
All others 22 _Zt 211 ..:ll 326 

493 184 99'2 162 1831 
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Table No. 4

DISPOSITION OF CASES 

Mi.jor Minor 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Total 

Probatioo to a 
court counselor 239 69 54 10 372 

Prohatioo to an 
agency worker 17 11 42 24 94 

Probation to 
individuals 13 3 211 5 232 

Coomi t ted to 
Industrial School 30 9 39 

G:mni tted to other 
Correcticnal School so 36 86 

Crnmi t ted to 
Oiio State Reformatory 

To other instituticn 
Ncn-correcticnal 1 1 

Fined 5 162 2 169 

Restitution required 2 14 16 

Placed in foster hone 43 15 58 

Other 25 6 149 24 204 

Exmerated or dismissed 
as too trivial 7 9 79 14 109 

Adjusted 39 11 269 80 399 

Referred to other court 3 12 2 17 

Pending 19 15 1 35 

493 184 99'2 162 1831 
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Table No. 5 

REPEATERS 

Total nuroer of individual children in G::iurt 
oo delinquency 

Nunrer of first offenders 
Nunber of repeaters 

% of total nunber who were repeaters 

Table No. 6 

AGE RANGE OF DELINQUENTS 

Mljor 
Boys Girls 

lh:ler 7 years 1 

7 6 
8 5 i 

9 14 3 

10 19 2 

11 26 8 
12 37 7 

13 55 20 

14 70 26 

15 109 48 
16 'Ji 38 
17 52 28 

18 1 2 
lhknown 1 1 

493 184 

1489 

342 

20.0% 

Mi..-ior 

Boys Girls 

6 

11 2 
23 

18 

29 1 

43 10 
59 13 

78 14 

88 28 

133 32 

212 n 

275 35 
3 

14 

99'2 162 

Median Age: Boys, JS years 6 ½ months 
Girls, 15 years 5 mcnths 
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1712 

Iotal 

7 
19 

29 

35 

51 

87 
116 
167 

212 
322 

374 

390 

6 

16 

1331 



Table No. 7

SCHOOL ATTENDING• 

Macomber HS 115 Maurree HS 5 <Parochial) 
Waite HS 100 Riverside 5 

Woodward HS 78 Shoreland 5 Central Catholic 76 

Llbbey HS 77 Swantoo 5 St. Francis de Sales 20 

DeVilbiss HS 71 Washington 5 Gxxi Shepherd 15 

Scott HS 68 Westfield 5 Inrnaculate Conceptim 14 

Robinson Jr. High 52 Westwood 5 Holy Rosary 7 

furnham HS 48 Arlingtoo 4 St. Michael's 7 

Jooes Jr. High 45 Edgewater 4 St. Stephen's 7 

Lagrange 44 Glerrlale 4 St. Theresa's 7 

Cakdale 42 Pickett 4 St. Thanas Aquinas 6 

Parkland (not craft) 38 Roosevelt 4 Nativity 5 

Chase 32 Clay Elem. 3 St. Vincent de Paul 5 

Shenmn 25 DeVeaux 3 St. Dlarles 4 

Gunckel 23 Hope1rell 3 ss. Peter & Paul 4 

Stickney 19 Horace Mann 3 Other Catholic 
Garfield 18 �t Vernen 3 Instituticns 4 

Whittier 18 Parkland Craft 3 Marybrook Academy 
'Mii tirer HS 17 Private Schools 3 Sacred Heart 3 

Birmingham 16 Sylvania Elem. 3 St. Hedwig's 3 

Marshall 15 Warren 3 St. Mary's 3 
l.incoln 13 Wynn 3 Gesu 2 

Holland HS 12 Beverly 2 St. Agnes 2 

Irving 12 Feilbach 2 St. Anthony's 2 

Whitney Voc. 12 Fulton 2 St. Hyacinth's 2 

Raymer 11 Irwin 2 Clrr Lady of Perpetual 
Franklin 10 Jerusalem Twp. 2 Help 1 

Navarre 10 Kleis 2 Posary Cathedral 1 

Cherry 9 McKinley 2 St. Ann's 1 

Coy 9 Martin 2 St. James 1 

Special School 9 llirr St. 1 St. Louis 1 

Longfellow 8 Ft. Miarni 1 

Spring 8 Glann 1 1831 

Oay HS 7 Harvard 1 

Hamilton 7 Maplewood 1 

Hillview 7 M:inclova 1 

Nathan Hale 7 M:inroe 1 

Glenwood 6 Point Place 1 

Ottawa Hills 6 Sharples 1 

Walbridge 6 Not attending 185 

Hoiland Elem. 5 Cut of county 146 

lhknown 49 

* Schools not listed had no cases in court.
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Table No, 8 

BY CENSUS TRACTS 

Census Census 

Tract No. Total Tract No. Total 

1 20 36 18 

2 18 37 27 

3 6 38 40 

4 29 39 21 

5 2 40 18 

6 5 41 55 

7 22 42 27 

8 13 43 15 

9 15 44 10 

10 9 45 13 

11 16 46 49 

12 60 47 78 

13 17 48 42 

14 20 49 20. 

15 19 50 17 

16 14 51 54 

17 24 52 40 

18 12 53 29 

19 27 5-4 19 

20 13 55 42 

21 11 58 25 

22 29 60 2 

23 32 61 1 

24 24 62 37 
25 30 64 1 

26 28 65 2 

27 15 66 28 

28 21 67 9 

29 73 68 66 

30 50 69 36 

31 9 71 14 

32 24 72 8 
33 36 Oit of County 162 

34 44 Unknown 15 

35 
1831 
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East Toledo 
Saith End 

[b,,nta,m 

North End 
Collingwood. 
Pinewood 
West Toledo 
Lagrange-Stickney 
West End 
Nebraska 
Point Place 

Sylvania T<J\filShip 
Oregon To.mship 
Washingtrn Township 
Springfield TON11Ship 
Adams Township 
Waynesfield T0NI1ship (Maunee) 
Swantoo TON11Ship 
Ottawa Hills 

Jenisalem T=hip 
Spencer Tawnship 
Mooclova To.vnship 
Richfield Township 
Wt of County 
Unknom 

Table No. 8a 

DISTRICTS 

Table No. 9 

SOURCE OF REFERRAL 

Mljor 
Boys Girls 

Police 418 98 
Parent 18 34 
School 31 14 
Social Agency 3 16 
Probatioo Counselor 1 

Other Court 10 6 
Ot.her Source 12 16 

493 184 
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Minor 
Boys Girls 

949 132 
8 14 

18 13 
1 

2 

15 2 

992 162 

1950 

329 

218 

141 

139 

125 

107 

10'2 
87 

80 

55 

42 

66 
37 

36 
28 
25 

14 
9 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

162 
15 

1831 

Total 

1597 
74 
76 
20 

1 
18 
45 

1831 



Table No. 10 

MARITAL STATIJS OF PARENTS 

U1IIIOl law l\brriage 
Parents married an:l 1i ving together 
Parents married rut separated 
Father deceased, irother not remarried 
Mother deceased, father not remarried 
Divorced 
Father widCJNed and remarried 
Father divorced and remarried 
M>ther widowed and remarried 
M:>ther divorced and remarried 
Both parents deceased 
Parents not married 
Both parents divorced and remarried 
lhkno,vn 

Table No. 11 

BASTARDY CASES 

Official (affidavit filed) 
l.hofficial (affidavit not filed) 

DISPOSITION 

Canpranise 
Pleac guilty at preliminary hearing 
Alleged father not located 
Mother and alleged father married 
Awaiting birth of child or jury trial 
Fcund guilty by jury 
Found not guilty by ju...-y 
Dismissed 
Pending 
Father in military service 
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1947 

96 
8 

7 
32 
3 
5 

37 

10 
10 

104 

1948 1949 

100 107 
6 5 

12 3 
29 48 
1 2 
4 3 

35 31 
1 2 

10 14 

14 ., 
' 

2 

1().5 112 

1 
1082 

80 

58 
38 
78 
25 
47 
38 

161 
8 

24 

43 
148 

1831 

1950 

96 

3 
41 
4 
4 

36 

1 

5 
2 

96 



MEETING TIIE NEEDS OF DELINQUENTS 

In 1937, the advent of a new Jm·mile Court acin:inistratim heralded 
in Lucas County a new and untried philosophy which was d.e.sti.'1ed to have a 
telling effect en the thousands of delinquent children caning to the atten­
tion of the court in the years ahead, and to influence the thinking and 
planning of other coorts across the country. 

Before that year, the Lucas County Detention flcme, as it was then 
known, felt that it had fully net its resi:xnsihility when it fed, clothed, 
and housed the children who were brought there. Enforced idleness, jail­
like atnnsphere, reg:imentatioo and their attendent evils were ccmoon prac­
tice. A lack of well-defined standards brought child...'"en into detentioo sim­
ply because the "lock-up" system was sure and safe, and no other pla., �s 
available. Basic principles of rrental hygiene were tnheard of, and detaL,ed 
delinquents were subjected to a deadly routine withoot meaning. 

With the caning of a new court adninistration, it wa.s recognized t...½.at 
a great opportunity was being lost - the opportunity to really know the 
child as an individual throogh careful study and observatioo in a group set­
ting. Those who were charged with detaining the child saw that their .basic 
interest in him had to be proven in ways which had ireaning for him; by deal­
ing with his potentialities - not to give �is to his failu:.es, but 
rather to enphasize his assets. 

Accordingly, the nacre, ftmction and �ilosophy of what had been the 
Lucas County Detentim f!ane was ahandooed, and a child gu:idar.ce clinic was 
hrooght into being. Naired the Orild Study Institute, ::.t wa.s designed to 
perform three basic functioos: 

1) To provide accurate informatioo to the court, based on ob­
servaticns and clinical studies of the child's capacities
and fundanental needs, as revealed during the r-eriod of de­
tention.

2) To furnish a constructive progran of activities throughout
the child's entire day, related closely to the cl:i.�ical
program and taking into account the child's age and level
of developie1t; to do away with the enforced idleness which
had characterized the old detention hoire.

3) To meet the �ysical needs of the child in a setting as
nearly hanelike as possible.

C\,eration of the Institute had barely begun 1mder this new µ-iiloso�y 
until it was found that success in studying the child depended greatly m 
the social climate within the institution. Enlightened thinking in handling 
the delinq-.rent child made it in{,erative that the Institute offer, first of 
all, the very things \\hich had usually bee."'1 lacking in the child's daily 
life - a wann, syrrpathetic and 1mderstand.ing relaticnship between the clrild 
and adults; a feeling and sense of "belonging" - developrent of a feeling 
that those who surrounded him were interested in him cs an individual, and 
wanted to help him; a full recreational and activities program designed to 
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be constructive and to re-direct the child's energies into socially accept­
able re1.eases; a meaningful, remedial school progran pointed toward reinfor­
cing the weaknesses in .the child's educational background; and � guidance 
clinic staffed by trained a_,d qualified personnel - peo?le whc were equal to 
the job of 1mcovering b2sic problffllS, and able tc take steps t:.o ameliorate 
them. These elerrents were found to be fund�nta� in helping to reveal the 
child's true nature to the cllmc. 11-,ey also were to serve as the beginning 
of treatrre,,t and therapy, helping the child to regair, some socially nom.?.l 
satisfactions. 

A number of other factors, it was found, had a direct bear:i.r..g on the 
effectiveness of the first few days of detention for the child. T�1e meirbers 
of the court's probation departrr.ent played an L'r.portant pa::'t in lightening 
the crucial first days through p�t and cryrnpatti.etic reredial action. 1his 
1Nas linu .. ted at first to a fe.,F dnAly visit.�.. ']11e .frierci�y recssrtrru:ce� of 
these conta�ts ViDrkt.vl rriirac1es in. he.1.pi,tg tc re i���·/P; t}'J..e 3-r�xiet:.ies f\P.d ten ..
sions which had been felt by the child. By c2.rnfo :. i_ns::e,·pretat,�r,r,, there 
was a beginning tOl'Jard a construc':ive exp,1.enc,c; with autbc:sit:r, a"lG ar:. op­
portunity for the yetmgst,.c;r to gain b2tte:c in3igLr: and kn1.,}ed.ge of himself, 
It was largely because of the successful applic,.tion of thi,,, principle tiiat 
there evolved a rr:otto which has freque.ntly ancl o:Cte.11 �n used since these 
early days to rerni.rid staff mecTbers of its eYi:rE.:·�c, frqy,rtar,ce ii: dealir1g with 
childrE·n: "Attitudes are not changed by r:ati::.i.:des - ht;;nilll coEdtict is ch:m­
ged by human contact." 

Another of the first needs was fm.n:i to be s:c:lled professiooal hdp 
m getting to the core of tne difficultv w,sich bad brought the cnild :into 
custody. A ne�essary adjunct we..s tt':e need for ('5':_,2ervd.tion of the child :!ur-­

ing the entire 24-hcur cycle, in order that .st .. :f{ rr,c;rl:..ers IT'ignt cCJIT':e to lmov 
the child as he :seacted to living situations - a'� play, E! the sch:,,::ill-=r, 
at meals, ir. cmrr:;eti'ti ve sports, in preparj_;ig for 1'eC:, c:tc. 

Iv1anbers 0£ the Institute sta:f.f had to .be s:c:112-:: in ::-�Oirecti.;f wrcin�­
attitudes and action . .s during the firs� days of deten:::.0n wit!1.::�1t resc.!"�i....Ylg 
to punislments or dP.nials of participation. They had co learn that it was 
desirable to be r.emiissive with the child., so long as that penrissiveness 
did not tran..."'LPnd the· bounds. cf what was socially acceptable in th� carm.m­
ity. Eut it was found that pennissiveness can be carried too far and great­
er harm than gooo could re dme. Too rruch permissive beh.avior causes a 
child to develop the idea that he can get away with virtually any kind of 
wrong behavior. It implies an authoritative "stamp of approv2J" n actims 
which 'VOUld perhaps t..>fllbroil the child in still rrore trouble wh�n he returned 
to his hri!e sett:i.,g, and serves to further cor.fose certain cb.ildre.7 who came 
into detentirn without sufficif:'nt knowl�oe of what constitutes the accept­
able and the ta'.:>oo ii., social behavior. 

1he newly-elected judge and his staff, in these early days of 1937, 
fotmd an alrr:ost total lack of understa.7ding in the :1.'lndling of juveniles by 
narbers of the police department, No atterrpt had ever been mule to tm:ify 
police and coon objectives, and despite the good inte:1tiocs of police of­
ficials, confusion was comrcripiace m,d err0rs in hmdling juvenile offo.'1ders 
occurred with m:;,.notcr:<ms regularity. Following sevc:-al m:,et:ings to discuss 
the prob]ern, a new juven.ile bw."eau calle,1. the Cri.rne Fr�verAtior. fureau •,vas 
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created on O:tober 19, 1937. Designed to handle all pol ice cases involving 
children, the Bureau was placed under the leadership of Anthony Bosch, then 
a sergeant of police. 

A letter outlining basic policies was innediately sent to the new 
bureau chief by Judge Paul W. Alexander. It quickly established basic pol­
icies which have prevailed ever since in the relationship between the Crirre 
Preventim Bureau and the C.ourt. In part, Judge Alexander's letter stated: 

" .•• I am hereby designating you as the person to give the con­
sent required for placing in jail any child or children 14 
years of age or over within the jurisdiction of the Toledo Po­
lice Departrrent .•.. In extending to you this blanket authority 
to exercise your discretion in placing children B-17 in jail, 
I am expressing confidence that you will <lo everything in your 
power to keep jail detentio n of children to an absolute mini­
rrum - in other words, that you will place no child in jail if 
there is any possible way to avoid it. 

I am also expressing confidence that you will consistently 
refuse to alloo· jail detention to be used as a means of pun­
islring a child, or getting even with him, or canpelling him to 
do any certain thing. In cases where you are in sorre doubt, I 
hor,e you will feel free to consult �h-. Hoffman or rre. 

1his authority is extended also with the understanding 
that no child, regardless of age, is ever to be placed in the 
jail if the Ou 1 d Study Institute has room for him and can 
handle him without too much danger of escape or injury, either 
ph ysical or rroral, to other children. It is expected that the 
main types of cases in which you will find it necessary to de­
tain a child will be as follows: 

1, Runaways 

A. Non-resident children.
B. Resident children with a history of runmng

away £ran the city.
C. Resident children who are virtually certain

to run away this time, even though they have
no previous history of runnu1g away. (This
does not include children who might run away
for of course a.11y child might run away; it
means· only cases where the facts indicate be­
yond doubt the child would abscond).

2. Oiildren needing protection

A. Oiildre., who need protectim against adults.
B. Ouldren who need protection against them­

selves or other children.
C. 01ildren who have no place whatsoever to go

(safekeeping).
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4. Cllildren for questioning

A. Orildn-.n having infonnatioo. concerning other
offenses of their own.

B. Orildren having informa.tioo concerning of­
fenses carnritted by other children ( gang ac­
tivities, for ex!llple).

C. Orildren who, if released, 'MJU.ld tip off
other delinquents.

Assuring yoo of oor deep appreciation of the splendid co­
operation you and your boys have given us in the past, and ex­
pressing our desire to cooperate with you in any way� can, I 
am 

Yours faithfully, 

Judge Paul W. Ale.xander" 

Thus it was that the proper police handling of children was assured, 
and a cooperative working relatimship between the police and court was es­
tablished, to cevelop and gITN< in the interests of the child in troohle. 

1he Toledo Police Cr:iire Preventioo fureau, still headed by A.�thaiy 
Basch but no.v advanced to the rank of Inspector, is a nodel police juvenile 
bureau today, operating in close cooperatirn with the court through a snall 
and specialized group of plain-clothes officers who have been selected for 
their understanding of ycxmgsters. 

Che of the seemingly insurnomtable obstacles which the Court had to 
face was the building in which the Orild Study Institute was housed. Ct:n­
structed in 1914, the building presented five major deficiencies which han­
dicapped the new functioo. and philosoµ1y of the Institute. 

Ecoo.cxny of operatioo was :irrpossible. D.rring the Institute' s 23 years 
of occupancy, rentals nuch in excess of the original building's cost has 
been paid. Both outdoor and indoor space for recreatioo was totally lacking. 
Structural insecurity precluded the handling of older, more serious delin­
quents. It was too easy to escape. Worse still, space limitaticns made it 
necessary to place neglected and dependent children in intinB.te associaticn 
with delinquents who were too often eager to boast of their exploits. And 
the finishing touch was provided by space so limited that it was regularly 
necessary to transfer children 14 years and older to the colilty jail in or­
der to accanodate yoonger children being broo.ght in at all oours by police 
and agency workers. 

These lacks seeired iqiossible to overcane, hit with a deternrinatioo. 
born of necessity, both innediate and long-range objectives were plBillled to 
reduce the deficiencies of an ootgrmm and architecturally unsuited build­
ing. 

A technique was proposed to overcane the total lack of recreatimal 
facilities - a technique which had never before been atte!l1)ted with delin­
q.ient children in a detentioo setting, rut which was entirely in keeping 
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w.ith the fmctions and philosophy of the new Institute. Calbd the Privilege 
System, the plan provided the opportunity for children at the c:hild Study fo­
stitute to leave the building during the vari01.1s days of the week, s�c:i.mes 
with and scrnetiires without adult leaden,, to take full adva11taf!"; c,f the rec­
reational facilities in the nearby coomunity. It was predicated cu the b­
lief that most of the childre..TJ. coming to the Institute, with mly a few ex­
ceptims, were capable of trust and would respx1d to such trust if given the 
opporttu1ity. 

1he opinioos of �ll-kna,m juvenile CO'.lI'� officiels in various parts 
of the nation were sought, in an effort to determine the plan's workability. 
To a man, these officials decried the plan as utter folly, certain to lead 
to µihlic outrage over the runaways Y<t.ich would inevitably follON. fut a 
further questioo followed - had any of these courts ever tried such a plan? 
Adm.ttedly, they had not - so it was decided tc give the plan a trial, for 
it held pranise of perfonning two important functions fo:r the court and the 
Institute. Fil·st, it would assist the court ir1 better understa'lding each 
child, and in testing him out. Secondly, it would sene es a IOOrale ruilder 
for the Institute, and if used wisely, would assist i.� a progressive hand­
ling of children. 

At this writing, thirteen years of operaticn under the Privilege Sys­
tem have been canpleted. During that ti�, over 55,000 �eleases for privi­
lege have been made, involving nearly 7,000 children, less tha'1 half of m<o 
per cent of these children have violated the trust placed in them! 

�lrrrinatirn of pla'ls to eradicate the �rious handicap . 
of an outrooded wilding cane in 1949. Tne intensive progran of public rda­
tioos which had gone oo for tv.elve years begaT\ to produce reS'.1lts. A sr!lall 
nucleus of wcrren civic leaders who were familiar with tl--e Institute and its 
plant deficiencies banded together to form a new l<ind of waren' s chili. Call­
ed the "Friends of the Child Study Institute," the only qualificBtion for 
new irenbers was a signed agree!Ilf"..nt stating their willingness to go out P.nd 
work hOllse-to-house for the passage of a tax levy for a new building - a 
wilding enccrnpa.ssing all of the newest and best in the modem ca:�e of de­
linquent chi:i.dren. 

As the time for elections approached, new members joined the movement 
in ever-gro;®g nurbers, and corps of detennined '.vanen cslled rreetingB , ad­
dressed cCJ!JllllU ty groups, and embed the wards and precincts, offering in.­
controvertible proof of the desperate need for the county's deLnquent chil­
dren. 

Proof of this group's efficiency began to cane in with the first re­
turns, and the final count showed that the voting for the new building tax 
levy had outdistanced all other issues - even the tax levies for local Board 
of Educatim funds. 

So the year 1950 bee� a year of pranise for the Lucas County Juve­
nile Court and the Ould Study Institute. At last the future was holding 
forth the opportunity to cooi:iine a proven progressive philosophy with a mod­
ern plant capable of producing the desired results - results which will take 
countless children off the detours cf delinquent behavior end place them en 
the high road to good citizenship. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 

Interpretation of the role of the psychologist in the particular set­
ting of the Ould Stooy Institute is of prime irrp)rtance in obtaining the 
cooperatioo. of the child in his psychological study. Mi.scooceptians of such 
a role abound because of the phcnetic s:im.i.larity with psychiatrist and psy­
choanalyst, the dranatic portrayals of film and stm7, the quackery practiced 
under the naioo of psychology, and the varied fields of psychology itself. 
The interpretatioo of out" service to the child is frequently dooe casually, 
in the group, when the psychologist is on the floor for observation purposes. 
A child asks, 'fu-e yru a psychiatrist?" The respcnse, "No, I 001 a psycholo­
gist," is usually follONed by a simple e:xpla.,etirr, of the difference, such 
as ·� psychiatrist is a iredical doctor with special training in helping peo­
ple who have difficulty :in getting almg with thernsel ves and with others, A 
psycoologi.st is interested in studying all kinds of behavior and has special 
training in giving tests which help in miderstanding what makes people do 
things." Then follCMs an avalanche of ccmrents am questioos £ran the chil­
dren: "That is what I need to knCM! What makes me act like I do? Will you 
psychoanalyze rre? Can you read my mind? Are you going to give rre any of 
those tests? I knON, you give us those tests to find out if we're crazy." 
Further clarificatioo of the role can be develoi:;ed frcrn such questions. 

Test results are roly a part of the total picture of the child. 'The 
psychological study incorporates the findings of other specialists. The 
Social History, usually obtained by the Probatim Comselor, other case 
workers in various social agencies, or, in sane cases, by the psychologist, 
provides the background of conditions influencing the personality develop­
ing fran, or even before, birth to the present time. fuutine rredical exam­
inations given by a staff physician and nurse, as well as selected studies 
employing specialized techniques, such as electro-a-1.r.:efhalc rap\y dcne at 
MaJ.Jiree Valley Hospital, point up the physical lill'itations 1,....,der which the 
child nust functirn and suggest corrections to 1'.e made. Ca:isiderable in­
fonmtioo concerning the child's me.'1tal crnte.nt, interests, attitudes, and 
values is obtained in interviews conducted by tl-.e psychologist a.11d the psy­
chiatrist. 

Tests of various kinds are used at the discrecioo of the psychologist 
to tap particular areas of the personalicy. 1},ese include intelligence, 
achievement, interests and aptitudes, and perscnality tests, sare of which 
amount to self-evaluations and others which mi,st be :u1terpr-eted by the ex­
perienced psychologist, 

In order to obtain a roore ccrnplete picture of the child, it is neces­
sary to observe his behavior in a group-living situ.at ion. In this respect, 
having the children living together at tre Grild Study Institute has a dis­
tinct advantage over studying them en an out-patient basis. Behavior is ob­
served twenty-four hours a day by Staff Leaders who make written reports to 
the psychologists. Each of the three psycholog-ists also spends a half day a 
week with the group, observing and studying the react:ia.JS of the children to 
each other, to the leader, and to the act:ivi ties i.7. progress at the ti.ire. 
&xretimes, groop discussicns are i.,itiatee sp::ntar.'°ously by the children 01 

such occasims. 
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Scheduled week.l.y discussicns Jed by a psychologist re vol Ye around 
subjects introduced by sound films, usually borrowed fran the Public li­
brary, which deal with individual and group attitudes, prcblems of adoles­
cence ccncerning dating, manners, grOCl'll.mg, parent-child relatirnships, and 
character develO(llEl1t. Many inµ,rtant .behavioral clues are obtained fran 
these discussims. 

The lack of space and facilities limit the opportunities for obser­
ving behavior. In the proposed new l:ui.ld.ing, a roan 1s to be available 
where selected snall groups or indiYiduals may engage in free play or play 
in a prepared setting and be observed withcut be:ing aware of :it. It is ex­
pected that the apparent freedan of the situatiC11 will elicit free expres­
sion of feelings which will have therapeutic as well as diagnostic value. 
Finger painting, another excellent technique for diagnosis and treatment of 
disturbed children will be possible in the new quarters. 

1hrough the methods and procedures described above, motives for the 
child's behavior are revealed. The frustrated needs which generate these 
motives frequently are disclosed. It is cnly through rreeting these needs 
that we can hope to bring about a change in behavior. The recoomendatioos of 
the psychologists are made with this aim in mind.

Chee in awhile, simply the correction of a physical handicap may per­
mit reml.rkable changes to take place, Take, for example, the child with de­
fective visim who squinted in an effort to see and who suffered headac..11es 
£rem eyestrain. It was little wonder that he was irritable :md appeared 
belligerent. Even when he may have h&d no hostile feelings, his squinting 
eyes and tense look were enough to invite derogatory cam-ents and incite a 
fight. Ilris boy's entire expressicn was changed w!1e, he was properly fitted 
with glasses. Ilris change, ?lus guidance l:'nd i-,t.erp:retatirn. £rem a.'1 under­
standing Probaticn u:xmselor, led to a remarkable change for the better in 
his adjusurent. 

Besides defective vision and other p."lys1cal r.eeds, a child's limited 
intellectual ability may warrant a :recarrrendstion fo:c special help in school 
work. Sanetimes, the public school" slow le,uner" classes c&n provide this. 
In other cases, because general intelligence is norrml, no special help is 
provided. The µililic Illi'5t be helr,ed to recognize that there are ether rea­
sons for a child's failure to learn besides a lo.;r I. Q. so that the State 
Educatiooa1 progrmi can make provisions to heip than. 

'There are not only physical and intellectual needs but also emotirnal 
needs to be ccnsidered. In sane cases, the chi1d's D'M1 home iray not be able 
to satisfy these needs because the parents lack understanding or have 600-

timal needs of their Olm, so great as to prevent them frui: rreetir1g those of 
their children. Foster hare placement or boarding school placement may be 
recameided in such cases, according to the specific needs of the child. 
Regardless of placeirent, the child may have specific recreatic:nal needs or a 
need for vocatiooal guidance be.sed an interests m:i aptitudes. In cases 
where a child's problems arise :fran ca.ifl.icts within himself and cannot be 
solved irerely thrrugh meniµtlatioo of the e.nviroorrent, psychotherapy may be 
recomrended if it is felt that he can profit fran it. The �tal Hygiene 
Center, a Red Feather ccmmnity agency, is very cooperative in atten:pting 
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to ireet such a need. Often, the need for interpretation and guidance and 
CQIDSeling is net by the Probatioo Camselor or caseworker fran another 
social agency, and in a few cases, by the psychologist oo an out-patient 
basis. 

Needless to say, to study a child effectively with the aid of avail­
able techniques, time is needed. This is particularly important in making 
use of the ohservaticn of his behavior in the grwp. A child may be very 
anxioo.s to go haIE, and so may be en his best behavior for a week or two and 
mly later reveal his real self. Another advantage in time is that a child 
may view his problem roore objectively after he becanes adjusted to the 
group. A child who clings to his hane, vainly seeking affectioo which he 
does not get, often finds sufficient satisfaction in group-living at the 
Orild Study Institute to pennit him to accept another placenent in a group 
setting. The psychologist utilizes the study of adjusurent at the Orild 
Study Institute over a period of t:inE as a means of predicting future be­
havior. M:>re effective reccmnendations are rmde on this basis . However, 
the present limited facilities of the Institute are not entirely adequate 
to meet such a program. The new wilding, with its out-door play area and 
inproved living quarters will provide the opportunity for breaking up the 
group into several units and will increase the effectiveness of oor study 
progran. 
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Table A 

NUMBER OF ADMISSIONS* 

1 9 5 0 1 9 4 9 
White Negro Other Total White Negro Other Total 

Boys 559 75 e 642 536 116 20 672 

Per cent 58.66 7. ITT 0.84 67.37 55.60 12.05 2.07 69.70 

Girls 246 64 , 311 231 58 3 29'2 

Per cent 25.82 6.71 0.10 32.63 23.96 6.01 0.31 30.30 

Total 805 139 9 953"* 767 174 23 964 

Per cent 34.48 14.58 0.94 100.00 79.56 18.06 2.38 100.00 

" Inclu�s re-adr.issicns of SaJ'll= child if he was received more than once
during the year. 

0 Per cent of decrease over 1949: 1.14 

Delinquent 
Dependent 
For Cbservation 

Table B 

STATUS OF CHILDREN ADMITTED 

1 9 5 0 
Number Per cent 

839 
102 

12 

953 

88. 04
10. 70
1.26

100.00 
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837 

114 
13 

964 

1 9 4 9 

Per cent 

86.80 
11.80 

1.40 

100.00 



Table C 

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF CHILDREN 

1 9 5 0 1 9 4 9 
Nunber Per cent Nmiber Per cent 

Catholic 253 26.55 253 26.25 
Baptist 93 9.76 137 14.22 
Lutheran 82 8.60 74 7.68 
trethod:ist 63 6.61 84 8.72 
Omrch of Gcxi 35 3.67 40 4.15 
Presbyterian 15 1.57 12 1.24 
Episcopalian 16 1.68 11 1.14 
Greek Orthodox 1 0.10 1 0.10 
Jewish 2 0.21 4 0.41 
Prot.estant -

No denaninatim 271 28.45 210 21.78 
All Others 56 5.87 68 7.05 
No Affiliatim    66    6.93    70    7.26 

Total 953 100.00 96<, 100.00 

Table D 

AGES OF CHILDREN 

1 9 5 0 1 9 4 9 
Nunber Per cent Nunber Per cent 

6 and Wlder 21 2.2 26 2.7 
7 15 1.6 10 1.0 
8 15 1.6 14 1.5 
9 16 1.7 26 2.7 

10 39 4.1 46 4.8 
11 41 4.3 46 4.8 
12 82 8.6 ITT 9.0 
13 103 10.8 116 12.0 
14 173 18.2 131 13.5 
15 190 19.9 201 20.9 
16 167 17.5 160 16.7 
17 80 8.4 gi 9.5 
18 10 1.0 8 0.8 
19     1     0.1     1     0.1 

Total 953 100.0 964 100.0 

Median Age (1949): 14 -years, 10 IIOlths. 

Median Age (1950): 14 years, 10 IIOlths 
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Table E 

PERIOD OF RESIDENCE OF CHILDREN 

l 9 5 0 1 9 4 9 
Nuur Per cent Nurlier Per cent 

less than 10 days 363 38.1 549 
10 days to 1 rronth 345 36.2 270 
l mooth to 2 rronths 190 19.9 117 
2 nai ths to 3 m:mths 42 4.4 18 
3 mcnths to 4 months 12 1.3 8 
More than 4 Il01 ths     1     0.1      2 

Total 953 100.0 964 

Table F 

AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

IN RESIDENCE 

J,umary 
February 
March 
April 
May 
J1llle 

July 
August 
Seµtenher 
Octorer 
Novenher 

December 

Daily Average (1950): 35 
Daily A-verage (1949): 26 

l 9 5 0
Boys Girls 1otal 

1 9  17 36 
22 18 40 

20 16 36 
20 9 29 
23 12 35 
17 14 31 
21 11 32 
13 15 28 
21 12 33 
23 16 39 
25 14 39 
21 17 38 
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57.0 
28.0 
12. i
1.9 

0.8 
    0.2 

JOO.O 

l 9 4 9
Total

24 
25 
21 
25 
31 
24 
23 
24., 
22 
30 
33 
30 



Table G 

SUMMARY OF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS 

1 9 5 0 

Total nurd:ier of new children examined 
Total nrniber of children re-examined 
lhcO!lJleted rredical examinations 
Number of daily treatrrents in clinic 
Nutritirnal status of children: 

General �k=al th 
( when admitted) 

Per cent having visual defects 
Per cent having dental defects 

Gooo 
Fair 
Poor 

Gooo 
Fair 
Poor 

Per cent having i::ositive Wasserman tests 
Number positive G::norrhea cases 
Per ce.'1t i::osi ti ve N - T cultures 
Number of pregnancies 
Number of cases of chronic pel vie 

inflamnatory disease 
Number of cardiac cases 
Clinic cases 
Lnrunizations (prior to admission) 

Snallpox 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid 
Pertussis 

Nmiber of lrnpe ti go cases 
Number of Oironic Oti tis Media 
Number of Parotitis (�lrnps) cases 
Number of Varicella (Orickenpox) cases 
Nurrber of Scarlet Fever cases 
Number of Cbesity cases 
Number of Malnutri tioo cases 
Nutl.er of Scabies cases 
Nurber of Hypothyroidism cases 
Number of Hypospadias cases 
Nurb€r of Petit Mal cases 
Nmiber of Alrun:inuria cases 
Nurr:ber of Orr-onic Mastitis cases 
Number of Phiirosis cases 
Nunher of Ringwonn infection cases 
Nwt>er of Psoriasis cases 
Nuniier of M:,lluscum Cootagiosiun cases 
Nu-nber of Acute Glarerulonephritis cases 
Numer of lhdescended Testicle cases 
Number of :'-iecondary AnEmia cases 
Nmi:Jer of �af Mute cases 
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307 
103 

10 

1815 

83.8% 

12.8% 

3.4% 

65.3% 

33.8% 

0.9% 
30.6% 

25.6% 

1.4% 
1 

0,1% 

18 

35 

5 
25 

47.3% 

23.8% 

27.3% 

2.8% 

1 

1 

1 
1 

0 
34 

11 
i 
2 

l 
2 

2 

1 

4 
5 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

l 9 4 9

271 

108 

20 

1790 

78.2% 

15.3% 

6.5% 

50.5% 

46.3% 

3.2% 

33_ cm
28.5% 

1.0% 
0 
o.cm

10 

20 

3 
34 

so. cm 

27.8% 

27.3% 

0.5% 

1 

3 
l 
0 
0 

22 

4 
3 
2 

1 

2 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
() 
0 



Table H 

DISTRIBUTION OF LEVELS OF INTELLIGENCE 

1 9 5 0 1 9 5 0 I 9 4 9 

Frequency Classification Per ce,,t Per cent 

17 Mentally Defective 10.8 7.9 

48 Below Average ( "Dull-Norrral ") 30.4 27.7 

72 Average 45.5 43.5 

18 Above Average ( "Bright-Nonnal ") 11.4 12.4 

Superior     L9     8.5 

158 100.0 100.0 

Table I 

NUMBER Of REPORTS RENDERED 

l 9 5 0 � 9 4 9 

Type of Report Frequency Frequency 

Psychological Studies 170 192 

Treatment (of probationers, "supervision") 3 2 

Psychiatric Interviews 57 60 

Social Histories 0 7 

Pre-sentence lnvestigatioos (Mults)     0 

230 264 
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Table J 

TIIE PRIVILEGE SYSTEM 

Nunber of children granted p:r.ivileges 
Nunber of privileges granted 
Per cent total populatim granted. privileges 
Nunber escapes while en privilege 
Nimber major violaticns* 
Ntmi:ier minor violaticns** 
Per cent nm-violated privileges 

1 9 5 0 

579 

5509 

60.7 
20 
3 

17 
99.28 

• e.g., Ccmnitting a delinquent act while c:,n privilege.
•• e.g., Exceeding tiire limit, visiting hare, snoking, etc.

while m privilege. 

Table K 

ADMISSIONS NEW CHILDREN AND REPEATERS 

l 9 5 0

New 

January 53 

February 45 
March 40 

April 60 
May 60 

June 40 

July 61 
August 57 
Septernoor 55 
O::tober 47 
November 41 
December 51 

Total 610 
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l 9 4 9

511 
4754 

53.0 
14 
2 

12 
99.41 

1 9 5 0 

Repeaters 

33 

19 
31 
27 
24 
21 
32 
24 
32 
38 
31 
31 

343 



FAMILY IS TREATh1ENT UNIT 

The 1950 White House Confere..,ce on Children and Youth pointed out 
that "the accanplislmmts of the juvenile ccurts and their probation staffs 
have deironstrated that the child's problem is inseparable fran his family 
life; that the family is the treatrrent unit; and that the courts, when pro­
perly led and staffed, are capable of using and marshaling carmmity resoor­
ces to strengthen family life and to rreet the needs of children." 

It is good to have this fu.'l.dam�ntal truth re-emr,hasized. A housewife 
who has carefully washed a dish dresn' t put it ri§,-ht back with the dirty 
dishes in the sink. She puts it to one s:ide until she has washed the re­
maining dishes. Then she puts them away--together. To v.ork with a delin­
quent child, then put him right back in the very situation that gave rise to 
his delinquency, is too often like vrashing a dish then putting it back with 
the dirty dishes in the sink, 

This IJEans that if a delinquent child is to be returned to his fan-­
ily-- and that's what almost always bpper,_s sooner or later--plenty must be
done about the family. "You can't treat a child in a vacuun." 

'foat' s where the coordinatim 0£ effort of the marriage counselor and 
probation counselor cares in. It is imnaterial whether the case reaches 
court via the delinquency or divorce route--the l.!Jl)erative need for canbina­
tion of skills and coordination of effort is obvious, 

We cmstantly hear that the children are the first casualty of di­

vorce. That i3 not strictly true. What is strictly true is that the chil­
dren are the first casualty of the marriage failure whether or not the fam­
ily breaks up, or of the broken family whether or net it ends in divorce. In 
tens and hundreds of thousands of cases the marriage may be succeeding to 
all outward appearances, yet may be failing in its ordained functicns. That 
is where the children suffer. Or in perhaps an equal nurrber of cases, the 
family is koken without divorce, the parents are separated and living apart. 
There, too, the children are the pri=y victims. 

A popular fallacy is that all the ma.rriage counselor does is to talk 
separated spouses into going back together again. lbw useless to send back 
together two reople exactly the sa-re as when their dissatisfactions and di� 
agreements drove them apart! Without discovering and doing scrrething about 
the underl yjng casual factors! Without helping them to improve their atti­
tudes tG.\,ard themselves, each other, their children and their marriage! 

Just as the probaticn cotmselor helps the child to correct his atti­
tudes toward himself, his family and the situatioo in which he nust live, so 
the marriage counsel or hel µ, the parents to charige their basic attitudes. If

this results in reuniting the disunited, all to the good.A family is saved; 
potential delinquency is averted. If n0t, it has at least helped the par­
ents to go their separate ways with a minimum of injury and has minimized 
the spiritual and material damage to the children. And again it has avert­
ed potential delinquency. 
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Thus, even before a divorce case cqJES to court,and while it is pend­
ing, a."Xl. after it is over,the efforts of the marriage counselor and the pro­
batioo coonselor CaJl)leirent and supplarent each other, The advantage of the 
close c..oordinacioo. ,rad cooperatioo derived from working in an integrated fan­
ily court operates for the benefit of children, parents, the fanily, and so­
ciety. 

le may be of interest to note sane of the factors which have been ob­
served OY"r the years in divorces brought before the court, Perhaps one of 
the roore important itans in this list is the me that sho.vs divorces granted 
in ooly slightly more than half of the cases where they were sought. This 
is quite in cootrast to the general impression that practically all divorce 
applicatioos result in a divorce decree. It may be significant that the 
ratic of divorces granted to divorces filed has been decreasing. 

The fig,.rres si;eak for themselves. 

DIVORCE 

Total nwiber of divorces sought 

Avera� durat-im of marria� 
before divorce ( in years) 

Average length of separatioo 
before divorce (in years) 

Percent of divorces follo.ving 
"war marriages "

Percent of divorces involving 
veterans 

Percent of diYorces following 
"child" 'marriages (girl tmder 
21. P-u2t standard 55%)

Averq,,'"e age of wife, first 
rrarriage 

Percent of divorces follcM-ir.g 
u :J 

• 

runaway marriages 

STATISTICS 

1946 1947 

3105 2349 

8.9 8.4 

2.5 2.1 

14.1 12.3 

51.0 42.2 

69.8 63.1 

19.4 19.7 

38.8 32.2 
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1948 1949 1950 

2217 2045 2055 

8.7 9.3 9.4 

2.04 2.04 2.05 

11.1 6.8 6.1 

40.0 40._o 39.8 

68.0 67.4 68.2 

19.5 19.5 19.6 

35.1 31.4 30.8 



1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 

Percent of cases heard, narriages 
mider one year's duration 
(divorce seldan granted) 2.1 3.9 3.9 4.3 3.3 

Percent of divorces, rmrnage 
tlllder three years' duraticn 18.3 21. 7 22.8 19.2 

Percent of divorces involving 
llllfai thful husbands 45.8 47.6 47.8 45.0 47.3 

Percent of divorces involving 
unfaithful wives 23.0 22.1 19.0 15.0 16.3 

Percent of recidivist husbands 
(seccnd or subsequent divorce) 21.3 25.8 29.1 28.8 31.5 

Percent of recidivist wives 
( second or subsequent divorce) 22.5 21.7 31.1 33.8 34.4 

Percent of actions carrrenced by 
husbands (past standard 25%) 40.2 30.6 28.9 25.9 26.8 

Percent of acticns involving 
minor child 39.3 40.9 39.5 40.0 41.4 

Ratio of divorces granted 
to divorces sought 67.0 63.0 52.6 58.6 

Divorce rate per thoosand 
of populatioo 3.07 
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